
VAL RENDENA

Chiesa di San Vigilio – Pinzolo (TN)

This itinerary will allow you to visit the most important places of Val Rendena, of the Dolomites of

Brenta and of Val di Non, and will make you discover Trentino ad a naturalistic and cultural centre.

Leaving from Trento, you will go up to Molveno. Then, you will proceed to Pinzolo to visit the

Church  of  Saint  Vigilio  and  its  famous  frescoes.  The  the  journey  will  go  on  to  Madonna  di

Campiglio, for the lunch break.

The tour will restart in the afternoon and, passing through Campo Carlo Magno, where you will do

a quick panoramic stop, you will reach Cles where you will visit Palazzo Assessorile. During the

journey back to Trento, there will be the possibility to stop in Mezzocorona to Cantine Rotari for

some wine tasting. 

Itinerary proposal (full day):
– Departure from Trento to Lake Molveno 
– Proceed to Pinzolo, visit of the city and of the Church of Saint Vigilio
– Journey to Madonna di Campiglio and guided tour
– Lunch break
– Journey to Cles passing through Passo Campo Carlo Magno
– Guided tour of Cles and Palazzo Assessorile
– Return to  Trento



> LAKE MOLVENO

Lake  Molveno  is  the  second  widest  lake  in  Trentino,  just  after  Lake  Caldonazzo.  It  is

surrounded  by  the  central  chain  of  the  Brenta  Group,  by  the  majestic  Monte  Gazza  and  by

Paganella, that give it a peculiar charm and make it a privileged destination from a naturalistic point

of  view.  From the  50s’ of  1900 the  waters  of  the  lake  feed  the  hydroelectric  central  of  Saint

Massenza. After these works, even if it was originally a natural lake, it can now be considered an

artificial lake. In the nearby of the lake there are many Napoleonic forts and by the “Napoleon

Bridge” there is a waterfall that pours its water directly in the lake.

> VAL RENDENA - PINZOLO 

It  is  the  most  Northern  of  the  Giudicarie  valleys,  crossed  by River  Sarca,  between  the

mountain chain of Adamello and the group of the Brenta Dolomites and it  is  renowned for its

famous  touristic  resorts  such  ad  Madonna  di  Campiglio.  The  valley  is  rich  in  green  lawns,

surrounded by awe-inspiring mountains covered by dense conifer woods and it has many lively

villages that follow one another with their churches which are said being founded by Carlo Magno

and frescoed by the Baschenis. divided into a series of charming villages gathered around their

churches. This places are tied to the history of the early Christianity and of the martyrdom of Saint

Vigilio. In Pinzolo there is a famous church dedicated to the saint and under the roof it has a famous

fresco:  the  “Danza  Macabra”  (“The  Macabre  Dance”)  made  in  1539  by Simone  Baschenis  of

Averaria, the most talented of the two brothers. The “Dance” is the subject that better characterize

the Middle Age, where the obsessive thought of death, reminds people the caducity of human life. 

> MADONNA DI CAMPIGLIO

Madonna di Campiglio is a famous touristic resort located in the province of Trento; originally

the city was founded as a monastery-hospice dedicated to the assistance of the wayfarers. From the

XIX century it became a renowned place among the people of the European aristocracy and then it

obtained an international and world-spread fame, even thanks to its position in the mountains that

gives it a peculiar charm. The famous city hosts the small church dedicated to the Virgin, where is

conserved the most ancient altar “a portelle” of Trentino, dated back to the XV century. The church

of the Vergine has very ancient origins: initially it had been built a chapel near the monastery-

hospice and then, this chapel became a small church dedicated to Maria Santissima, from whom the

locality took its name. In the end of the XVII century this church had been demolished because It

was crumbling and the current church was built.



> PASSO CAMPO CARLO MAGNO

Passo Campo Carlo Magno is an alpine passage that connects Val di Sole with Val Rendena

between the Dolomites of Brenta and the Presanella Group. It owes its name to the Emperor Carlo

Magno: the tradition tells, without any historical sources, that in the XVII century Carlo Magno had

camped here with its army during its journey to Rome, where he would have been crowned emperor

of the Holy Roman Empire. Through this passage, you will admire breath-taking views: the passage

of the Grostè, the Sasso Rosso going to Val di Sole and the small characteristic alpine villages.

> PALAZZO ASSESSORILE - CLES

The small town of Cles is the state capital of the Valley. In this guided tour you will admire Palazzo

Assessorile, that was reopened in 2009 after some restauration works and it represents an important

example  of  art  between  the  Middle  Age  and  the  Renaissance  and  between  German  and  Latin

culture. Then you will proceed with the visit of the restored Chapel “Clesiane”, places characterised

by Medieval art between German and Italian style and witnesses of the great popular devotion:

Saint Tommaso Church in Dres, which contains frescoes from the XI century to the XIV century;

Saint Vigilio Church, an example of Medieval art and history with some Venetian, Lombard and

German touches and the church of  the Saints  Pietro and Paolo in  Maiano,  that  you will  reach

through an easy path among the apple trees, where you will have a breath-taking view over the

Saint Giustina Lake, the mountain chain of the Mendola, the Maddalene and on the apple fields, the

most important economic resource of the Valley.
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